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1. .QINCE' the name bib camo abroad into the 
World, many have been at a loſs to know 
what. a Methodiſt is: hat are the Principles and 

Practice of thoſe, who are commonly called by 

that name; and what the diſtanguiſhing inarks of 

this Sect, which is every where ſpak en againſt. 

2. And it being generally believed, that 1 was - 

able to give the clczreſt account of theſe things aa 

having been one of the firit to whom that, name 
was given, and the perſon by whom the reſt were 
ſuppoſed to be diretted/ I have been called upon 

Ain all manner of ways, and with the utmoſt carn- 

eſtneſs, ſo to do. I yield at laſt to the continued 

importunity both of friends and) enemies: and do 
now give the cleareſt account I can, in the pro- 
fence of the Lord and Judge of heaven and earth, 
of the Principles and Practice whereby thaſe who 
are called Methodiſta, are diſtinguiſhed from other 
men. 1 | | re 
g. I ſay thoſe who ate called Methodiſts ; for 
let it be well obſeryed, that this is not a name 
which they take rothemielves, but one fixt up̃on 
them by way of reproach, without their appro- 
bation or confent. It was firſt given to three or 
four young men at Oxford, by a Student of Chri- 
| ON either in alluſion to the antient Sett ob 
hyſicians ſo called (from their teaching, that al- 
maſt all diſeaſes might be cured by a ſpecific. mo- 
thod af diet and exerciſe) or from their obſerving 
a more regular methad of ftudy and behaviour, 
than was uſual with thoſe of their age and ſtat ion. 
4. I ſhould rejoice (fo little ambitious am Ito 
be at the head of any Sect or Party) if the. very 
name might never be mentioned more, but be bu» 
ried in eternal oblivion. But if that cannot. be, 
at leaſt let thoſe who will uſe it, know the mean- 
ing of the word they uſe. Let us not always be 
fighting in the dark. Come, and let.us look ona 
anather in the face. And perhaps fame: of you 
who hate what I am called, may love what I am 

{by the grace of God:] or rather What IJ fallow 

_ after, if that I may apprehend that, for mo 1 

am. apprehended / . Nat. * 1 0,664. an 
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| e þ 2 
| The Charafter of a METHODIST. 
| 2. PPHE diſtinguiſhing marks of a Methodiſt are 
g not, his Opinions of any ſort. His aſſent- 
ing to this or that ſcheme of Religion, his em- 
bracing any particular ſet of Notions, his eſpouf- 
ing the judgment of one man or of another, are all 
quite wide of the point. Whoſoever therefore 
imagines, that a Methodiſt is, a man of ſuch or 
tuch an Opinion, 3s groſsly ignorant of the whole 
affair; he. miſtakes the truth totally. We believe 
indeed, That all Scripture is given by the inſpi- 
| ration of God, and herein we are diſtinguiſhed 
| from Jews, Turks, and Infidels. We believe the 
| written word of God to be the only and ſufficient 
| rule, both of-Chriſtian faith and practice; and 
herein we are ſundamentally diſtinguiſhed from 


. n * 


thoſe of the Romiſhi church. We believe Chriſt to 
= be the eternal ſupreme God; and herein we are 
| diſtinguiſhed from the Socinians and Arians.. But 
| as to all opinions which do not ſtrike at the foot of 
Chrittianity, we think and let think. So that what- 
| ſoever they are, whether right or wrong, they 
| are no diſtinguiſhing marks of a Methodiſt, -/'. 
| 2. Neither are words or phrales of any ſort. We 
do not place our Religion, or any part of it, in 
5 being attached to any peculiar mode of ſpeak ing, 
any quaint or uncommon ſet of err The 
|; moſt obvious, eaſy, . common words wherein our - 
meaning can be conveyed, we prefer before'others, 
| both on ordinary occaſions, and when we ſpeak. 
43 of the things of God. We never therefore wil- 
| lingly or deſignedly deviate from the moſt uſual 
way of * unleſs when we expreſs Scrip- 
} ture truths, in Scripture: words, (which, we pre- 
[ i1ume no Chriſtian will .condemn.) Neither do we 
affect to uſe any particular. expreſhons of Scrip- 
ture, more frequently than others, unleſs they are 
fuch as are more frequently uſed by the inſpired 
' writers themſelves. So that it is as groſs an error, 
f to place the marks of a Methodiſt in his words, 
as in opinions of any ſort, i et ey 
g. Nor do we deſire to be diſtinguiſhed: by: ace 
tions, cuſtoms, or uſages, of an indifferent nature. 
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var from meats and drinks, which are all good if 
received with thankſgiving. Therefore neither 
will any man who knows whereof he affirms, fix 
the mark of a Methodrft here; in any actions or 
_ cuſtoms purely indifferent, undetermined, by the 
4. Nor, laitly, is he to be diſtinguiſhed by lay- 
nb the whale fire/s. of Religion on any ſingle part 
of it. If you ſay, « Yes, he is; for he thinks we 
gere ſaved by faith alone I anſwer, you do not un- 
Jerſtand the terms. By ſalvation he means holi- 
nels of heart and liſe. And, this. he affirms, to 
ſpring from true faith alone. Can even a' nomi- 
nal Chriſtian deny it 7 Is this placing. a part of 
Religion fon the Whole 7 Do we then make void the 
La chroneh, Faith God forbid! Vea we eſtabliſh 
the. Law. We da not place the whole of Religion 
(as too many do, God knoweth) either in doing 
no harm, or in doing good, or in uſirg the ordi- 
nances:of God. No, nor in all of them together; 
wherein we know by experience a man may labour 
many years, and at the end have no true Religion at 
all, no more than he had at the beginning. Much 
leſs any one of theſe; or, it may be in a ſcrap, of 
one of them; hike her who fancies herſelf a virtu- 
dug woman, only becauſe ſne is not a proſtitute : 
or him who dreams he is an honeſt man, merely 
| becauſe he does not rob or ſteal. May the Lord 
God-of my Father preſerve me, from ſuch a poor, 
ſtarved Religion as this! Were this the mark of a 
 Methodift, 1, would fooner chuſe to be a fincere 
Few, Turk,. or Pagan. 3 

3 What then is the mar Who is a Metho- 
diſt according to your on account? I anſwer: 
a2 Methodift. is one, Who has e love of God fed 
ahraad in his heart by the Holy Cheſt given unto him : 
_ ene who laue, the Lord his God. with all his heart, 
| A 3 and 


. 
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end with all his ſoul, and with all his mind; and with 
all his ſtrength, God is the joy of his heart, and 
the deſire of his foul z which is conſtantly crying 
out, whom have I in heaven but thee, and there 1s 
none upon earth that J _— befide thee! My God 
and my All! Thou att the ſtrength of my heart 
and my portion for ever!“, as e 
6. He is therefore happy in God, yea always 
happy as having in him @ well of water, ſpringing 
uß into everlaſting life, and over flowing his ſoul wit 
peace and joy. Perfect love having now ' caſt out 
fear, he xejoices evermore. He rejoices in the Lord 
always, even in God his Saviour : and inthe Father, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom he hath no-) 
received the atonement, Having found redemption 
through his blood, the n his ſins, he can- 
not but rejoice, whenever he looks back on the 
horrible pit out of which he is delivered, when he 
fees all his tranſgreffions blotted out as a thick cloud, 
He cannot but rejoice, whenever he looks on the- 
ſtate wherein he now is, being juſtified freely, and 
- having peace with God, through our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
For he that believeth hath the witneſs of this in him» 
F felf > being now a child of God by faith becauſe- 
| he is @ fon, God hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son 
1 into his heart, crying out, Abba Father | And the 
Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with his ſpirit, that he ts. 
| a child off God, He rejoiceth alfo, whenever he 
| looks forward, in hope of thie glory that ſhall be re- 
| vealed > yea, this his joy is full, and all his 
bones ery out, Bleffed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Fejus Chmnſt, who: according to his abundant 
mercy hath begotten me again to a living hope——— 
of an inheritance incorruptable, undefiled, and that 
deth not away, reſerved in heaven for me, © © 
7. And he who hath this hope, thus full of 
immortality, in every thing gioing thanks - as know». 
ing that this (whatſoever it is) ic the will. of Gt 
in Chriſt 5275 concerning him. From bim there- 
fore he cheerfully recejves all, faying, Gaod ts the 
[ will of the Lord? and whether the W vo | 
4 © | | | 4 + XN: 4 » > $$ kf et 
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iaketh away, equally bleffing the name of the Tord. 
For he hath learned in whatſoever fate he is, there- 
with to be content, He knoweth both how to be 
abafed, and how to abound, | Every where and in all 
things he is — both to be full and to be hun- 
gry, both to abound and ſuffer need, Whether in 
eaſe or pain, whether in ſickneſs or health, 
whether in life or death, he giveth thanks from 
the 8 of the heart to hich, who orders it for 
good: knowing that as every good gift cometh from 
above, ſo none but good can come from the Father 
of tights, into whoſe hands he has wholly com- 
mitted his body and ſoul, as into the hands of a 
faithful Creator. He is therefore careful (anxiouſly 
or uneaſily careful) for nothing: as having caſt 
all his care on him that careth for him, and in all. 
things reſting on him, after making his requeſt known 
to him with thankſgiving. 
8. For indeed he prays without ceaſing. It is 
given him always to pray and not to faint, Nobthat 
2 is always in the houſe of prayer; though he 
neglects no opportunity of being there. Neither 
is he always on his knees, although he often is, 
or on his face before the Lord his God. Nor yet 
is he always wo aloud to God, or calling upon 
him in words, For many times the Spirit maketh. 
interceſſon for him with groans that cannot be uttered :- 
but at all times the language of his heart is this, 
« Thou brig] tneſs of the eternal glory, unto thee- 
is my mouth, though without a voice, and my 
filence ſpeaketh unto. thee.” And this is true 
prayer, the lifting up the heart to God, This is 
the eſſence of prayer, and this alone, But his 
heart is ever ied up to God, at all times and in 
all places. In this he is never hindered, much 
leſs interrupted by any perſon or thing, In 
retirement, or company, in leiſure, in bufineſs or. 
converſation, his heart is. ever with the Lord. 
Whether he lie down or. riſe up. God is in all 
his thoughts ;- he walks with God continually, having 
the loving eye of his mind {till fixed upon him, 
and every where ſceing him that is inviſible. 
1 9. And: 
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Iut the wall of him that ſent 
| aha all Hepes and in all Rk is, not to Neale him 


(EX 
« Gs iy hill be thus; Aeevr exexciſcs, bis 1880 
to Go Dy Piabane wit 8 abo, 
evermore, and in every thi ing 55 tha 5 . : 


commandment is, written, in his, wha t he 
who loveth God, loves his \hrojber And 
he accordingly loves. his neig VA. 5h, ky elf; 
he loves every PAN as his, on gart 
is full of love to all ma to. 1 TON of 
the Father of the Spirits of. de N. 1 Ak a, man 
is not perſonally known to him, 1 857 ar to his 
love. No, nor that he is known to, be f uch as he 


| aP roves not, that, ne repays ae” Ml To: go 


ill, For he loves his enemies, yea and the enemies 


ä of Cod; the, evil and the unthankſul._. i ;h 12 


not in his power to do good to them that 
him, yet he ceaſes. not to pray for them, 1 


they continue to ſpurn his love, and | 
Fully uſe him and 3 Ain, Rn defpite- 


10. For he is pure in heart. The lows of God 
has, purified his heart from all revengeful paſſions, 
from envy, malice, and wrath, from every un 
kind temper or malign affeftion, It hath cleanſed 
him from pride and aughtineſs of { irit, whereof 


alone cometh. contention, And, he hath now 


put on bowels of mercies, kingneſs, humbleneſs 
of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering;. ſo, that he 
forbears and forgives, if he had a, quarrel: againſt . 
any: even as God in Chriſt hath forgiven hams And 
indeed all poſkible ground for contention, on his 
art, is utterly cut off. For none can take from 
ow what he deſires: ſeeing, he loves not the world, 
nor any of the things of the world; being now, cruci- 
d to the world, and the world crucified. to him : 

ing dead to all that is in the world, both. to the 

the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the pride 
we For al} his deſire is unte God, and to the 


| ESWRMHTARGS of his name. 


reeable.to this his one deſir is the, one 
deli hu Iu life,. A end . l. to 2 N own. wilch 


His one intention 


| = but him whom his ſoul layeth. Ta 4-414 


| (04 
fingle eye, And becauſe his eye is fingle, lis whole 
body ts Pall of light. Indeed where the loving eye 
of the ſoul is continually fixed upon God, there 
can be no darkneſs at all, but the whole is light ; as 
when the bright ſhining a of candle doth enlighten 
the houſe. God then reigns alone. All that is in 
his ſoul is holineſs.to the Lord. There is not a 
motion in his heart, but is according to his will. 
Every thought that ariſes points to him, and is 
in obedience to the law of Griſt, | TSS 
12. And the tree is known by its fruits. For 
as he loves God, ſo he keeps his commandments. 
Not only ſome, or moſt of them, but all, from the 
leaſt to the greateſt, He is not content to keep 
the whole law, and offend in one point ; but has in 
all points, a conſcience void of offence, towards . C 
and towards man, Whatever God has forbidden, 
he avoids; , Whatever God has enjoined, he 
doth ; and that whether it be little or great, hard 

or eaſy, joyous or grieyous to the fleſh, He runs 
the ways of God's commandments, now he hath ſet 
his heart ad{iberty, It is hisglo ſo to do; it is his 
daily crown of rejoicing, to do the will f God on 
earth, as it is done in heaven; knowing it is the 

higheſt privilege of the angels of God, o/ thoſe that 
excel in rength to fulfil his commandments and hear- 
ken to the voice of his word. 13 be 

13. All the commandments of God he accord- 
ingly keeps, and that with all his might. For 
his obedience is in proportion to his love, the 
ſource from whence it flows. And therefore, 
loving God with all his heart, he ſerves him with 
all his ſtrength, He continually preſents his ſoul 
and body, a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable to 

God; entirely and without reſerve devoting him- 
ſelf, all he has, and all he is, to his glory. All 
the talents he has received, he conſtantly employs, 
according to his maſter's will; every power and 
faculty of his foul, every member of his body. 
Once he yielded them unto fin and the devil, as 
inſtru ments of unriglteouſnefs : But now, being alive 
from the dead, he yields them all, as inſtruments of 
Tighteouſn:ſs unto God. 

| 14. By 


actually attains. 115 is Düfte, and 


though it become 


0.30, } 


xo 14. By. conſequence, whatſqever he ous it 
is 


to the glory of God. In all his employ- 


ments of £19 - 1 he not only aims at this, 


(which is im ie hay ing eye) but 
75 90 freſkments, 
as well as his prayers, all ſerve to fs great end. 


Whether he fit in his houſe or walk by the Way, 


whether he lie down or ric up, be is promotin 
in all he ſpeaks « or does the one buſineſs of his 
life: Whether he put on his apparel, or labour, 


or eat and drink, or divert himſelf from too 


waſting labour, it all tends to advance the glory 


of God, by peace and good-will among men. 
His one invariable rule is this, Whatſoever ye do in 
word or deed, dot it all in the name of the Lord Feſus, 


60455 thanks to God and the Father by him. 

Nor do the cuſtoms of the world at all 
binder his N the race that is 755 before him. 
He knows, that vice does not loſe its nature, 

1 ver ſo faſhionable : and re- 

members, that every man is to 1585 an 1 42 
hamfelf to God. He nn! there forge AG 

11 follo 
g multitude to das 'He « convey þ 99 ſon uon, 
very day, or make rod iden or th 35 c 41 the 

s thereof. me "Clnng lay SL treaſu 4 upon earth, 
no more than he can take hre info hig boſom. 
He cannot adorn = (on apy Nine) with 

gold or cg ee e cannot join in gr coun- 
abe any diverſi Bes has the leaſt tem 
dency to 4 of F any | kind . E cannot / peak evi 
of his neighbour, no more than he can 10 either 


for God or man. He cannot utter an unk ind 


word of any one; ſor love keeps the door of his 
lips. He cannot ſpeak idle words : no corru 
communication ever comes out of his mouth, as is all 
that which is not good to the uſe of edifying, nor 
to miniſter grace to' the hearers. But whatſoever 


| ane are pure, wat ſoever things are lguely, what- 


Sau things are juſtly of good report, he, thinks and 
eaks, and as, e the the goſpel of our Lord 
* clus Chriſt in, all N 


Gu) 
16. Laſtly, as he has time, he doet good unto all 
men; unto neighbours and ſtrangers, friends and 
enemies. And that in every poſſible kind; not 
only to their bodies, by feeding the hungry, cloathing 
the naked, viſiting thoſe that are ſick or in priſon : 
but much more does he labour to do good to their 


ſouls, as of the ability which God giveth: to 


awaken thoſe that fleep in death : to bring thoſe 
who are awakened to the atoning blood, that 
being juſtified by faith, Fey may have peace with 
God, and to provoke thoſe who have peace with 
God, to abound more in love and in good works. 
And he is willing to ſpend and be ſpent herein, even 


, to be offered up on the ſacrifice and ſervice of their 
faith, ſo they may all"come unto the meaſure of the 
flature of fle fulnefs of Chriſt. 


17. Iheſe are the Principles and Praftices of our 
Sea, theſe are the marks of a true Methodiſt, By. 
theſe alone do thole'who are in deriſion ſo called, 
deſire to be diſtinguiſhed from other men, If 
any man ſay, Why theſe are only the common, 
fundamental principles of Chriſtianity!” Thou 
hajt ſaid: 1o I mean; this is the very truth; 1 
know they are no other; and I would to God 
both thou and all men knew, that I, and all who 
follow my judgment, do vehemently refuſe to be 
diltinguiſhed from other men, by any but the 
common principles of Chriſtianity, The plain, 
old Chriſtianity that I teach, renouncing and. 
de teſting all other marks of diſtinction. And 
whoſoever is what I preach (let him be called 
what he will; for names change not the nature 
of things) he is a Chriſtian, not in name only, 
but in Heart and in life. He is inwardly and out- 
wardly conformed to the will of God, as revealed 
in the written word. He thinks, ſpeaks, and 
lives according to the method laid down in the 
Revelation of Jefus Chriſt, His foul is renewed 
aſter the image of God, in righteouſneſs and in all 
true holineſs. And having the mind that was in 
Chriſt, he ſo walks as Chriſt allo walked. | 


( 48 ) 


. 18, By theſe marks, by theſe fruits of a living 
faith, do we labour to d:/tinguifh ourſelves from 
the unbelieving world, from all thoſe whole 
minds or lives are not- according to the goſpel 
of Chriſt, But from real Chriſtians, of what- 
ſoever denomination they be, we earneſtly deſire 
mot to be diſtinguiſhed at all: not from any, who 
fincerely follow after what they know they hav 
not yet attained, No: whoſoever doth the will 
of my Father which is in heaven, the {ame is my 
brother, and ſiſter, and mother. And I beſeech 
you brethren, by the mercics of God, that we be 
in no wile divided among ourſelves, Is thy heart 
right, as my heart is with thine? I aſk no farther 
queſtion. Tf it be, give me thy hand, For 
Opinions, or terms, let us not deſtroy the work of 
God. Doſt thou love and ſerve God? It is 
enough. I give thee the right-hand of fellow- 
ſhip. If there be any conſolation in Chriſt, if 
any comfort of love, ifany fellowſhip of the Spirit, 
if any bowels and mercies : let us ſtrive together 
for the faith of the goſpel; walking worthy of 
the vocation wherewith we are called; with all 
lowlineſs and meekneſs, with long-ſuffering, for- 
bearing one another in love, endeavouring to.. 
keep the unity of the Spirit, in the bond of peace : 
remembering, there is one body and one ſpirit, ' 
even as We are called with one hope of our cal- 


ing: one Lord, one faith, one baptiſm ; one God and 


Father of all, who ts above all, and through all, and 
in you al ! [ 
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